
Participation in Government   Room 228    
Mrs. Martin                                                           smartin@remsencsd.org  
  
        Participation in Government is a semester long course taken during senior year in high 
school.  I want to provide you with some background on this course and its requirements.   This 
is a half year course, it will run through the first and second quarters and end in January 2018. 
Successful completion of this course is required for graduation. There is no Regents exam for 
Government but there will be a local final exam based on the material we have covered in this 
class.  
  
Course Description: 
This course aims to provide students with opportunities to become engaged in the political 
process by acquiring knowledge and practicing skills necessary for active citizenship. 
Course Content: 
 

● Political Parties:  You will learn about the functions of political parties and the role they 
play in our government process.  We will look at party membership patterns and how 
they have changed and continue to change and also examine the role third parties play 
in the United States. 

 
● The Constitution and the Amendment Process:  You will study the foundations of our 

government and how these amendments are interpreted today. 
 

● Civil Rights and Civil Liberties: You will explore individual rights and freedoms that 
have been extended to more groups over time.  These freedoms continue to be debated 
and are relevant to current events in our society. 

 
● The Electoral Process:  You will examine voting patterns, requirements, and eligibility. 

You will also examine you own political ideology and see where you fall on the 
liberal/conservative spectrum.  You will also study the electoral college and the 
advantages and drawbacks of the system. 

 
● Citizen Participation:  You will look at the various ways citizens can  participate in the 

electoral process, including joining a political party, voting, donating money and doing 
volunteer work on a political campaign.  You will also learn about ways to influence your 
community and country by serving on juries, paying taxes and through legal obligations 
such as obeying laws. 

  
● Elected Officials:  You will learn who your local, state and national representatives are 

and how to contact them.  You will also look at the issues they are involved with and how 
they impact your lives.  

 
 



Requirements: 
Community Service/Public Meetings:  
You will be expected to complete 10 hours of community service as well as attend 2 public 
meetings.  You will be given the handouts for the meetings and community service in the next 
few days and we will spend part of class discussing possible opportunities available to you. 
These are course requirements.  Please do not leave these assignments until the last possible 
minute. 
  
Attendance: 
The name of the course says it all!  “Participation” means your attendance is required in every 
class. You will receive 2 points for everyday in attendance.   However, if you do miss class due 
to excused absences make up work is your responsibility.  Please see me upon your return to 
school about making up the work you have missed.  Late work will be penalized.  I will not 
accept work from the first 5 weeks of this quarter at the end of the marking period.    All work 
should be made up within one week of your absence (this included tests and quizzes).  If an 
assignment is late,  I may not accept the assignment, it will depend on the circumstances.  
  
Grading: 
My grading policy is very straightforward, just like in U.S. History.  Each test, quiz or project will 
be worth a set amount of points.  Homework and classwork assignments are each worth 10 
points.  At the end of a quarter all assignment points are totaled and I divide your total number 
of points into this number. See the example below: 
 
 
1  Test @ 100 points each  = 100 points Your score = 90/ 100 = 90% 
1  quiz @ 50 points each  = 50 points Your score = 40 /50 = 80% 
3  Class discussion resp. @ 10 points each = 30 points    Your score = 25/30 = 83% 
5 hw/cw assignments @ 10 points each = 50 points Your score = 40/50= 80% 

Total # of points for the quarter  = 230  
Your Total =195  

Your score (195) divided by 230 = .84 or 84% 
  
 
Contact: 
If you need to reach me for any reason please email me at the following address: 
smartin@remsencsd.org 
  
This course is designed to be a positive learning experience in which you will acquire 
important information to help you become well-informed, responsible citizens.  I am 
looking forward to the class and finishing out the year with all of you.  Please take the 
course seriously and work hard, it will only benefit you now and in the future. 
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
 


